186                   BELIGIOUS COUBTSHIP.
Sist. If we expect to search, into positives, as the world goes now, I think we put a hardship upon ourselves that we are not.obliged to.
Eld. Sist. But certainly it is our business to do it, if we expect to live happily ; for there are a great many men, now-a-days, that are not atheists, and that abhor bantering of religion, or making a jest of sacred things, and yet have nothing at all in them that is fit to be called religion.
Sist. Well, I am not to examine the inside: a small deal of hypocrisy will conceal the heart; if he be not a religious man, the worst will be his own, I cannot find it out.
Eld. Sist. Dear sister, I should not say so much, but that methinks you do not attempt to find it out; you do not inquire after it; I do not find you have exchanged six words upon the subject.
Sist. Why, I tell you, what he said about sir Robert---------gave me a good impression of him.
Eld. Sist. 0 sister! you are soon satisfied; you would not be so easy in the matter of his estate ; it seems you will trust your soul upon lighter security than you will your portion.
Sist. How do you mean ?
Eld. Sist. Why, sister, you won't take it upon his word that he has an estate, or that you shall be provided for, but you must have his estate appear, your part be settled, and the land bound to you; it is not enough for him to say, I have such and such a revenue by the year, and you shall have such a part of it if I die before you; but you will have it under hand and seal, so that he shall not be able to go back.
Sist. Well, and should I not do so ?
Eld. Sist. Yes, yes; but I allude only to it, and observe how less anxious you are, how much easier satisfied, how sooner secure, about the main article